Information for MSs
Background
We are delighted to launch our Youth Advocacy Award. This award was designed based on
the Scouts Scotland Award. The aim of the Award is to highlight and recognise Members of
the Senedd who are raising issues related to young people within the Senedd.
It also aims to give politicians a greater insight in to the work that ScoutsCymru undertakes
every week across Wales. As the largest co-educational uniformed youth movement in
Wales, we support nearly 13,000 young people to enjoy new adventures, develop skills for
life, experience the outdoors, interact with others, gain con dence, and have the
opportunity to reach their full potential.
Scouts are active citizens and we believe this advocacy award will help to inspire more of
our young people to engage with democracy and work towards social change.

Requirements
In order to achieve the Award, elected representatives will need to achieve four out of seven
requirements, just like Scouts do when they are working towards a badge. ScoutsCymru will
be on hand to support you in every aspect of the Award.
There are Scout groups in every constituency in Wales. We can contact local volunteers in
order to set up a visit to a Group and to nd out what events are taking place this year.
We have a National Youth Council and are in the process of setting up local Area Youth
Forums across Wales. These forums are vital in ensuring that Scouting is led by young
people in partnership with adults. We want to create the modern Scouting movement that
young people want.
As one of the requirements is to learn a skill we would be happy to facilitate this at either
your visit to a Group, event or Campsite.
On completion of the Award you will be presented with your Badge and a certi cate.

Media & Social Media

fi

fi

fi

We’d love to tell people that you are taking part in the Award as well as helping to
document your progress in achieving it. ScoutsCymru will provide you with a press release
to use as well as the correct hashtags and handles to use for social media.

How to earn your reward
In order to earn your Award, you must complete 4 out of 7 of the options below.
Option 1:
Visit a local Scout Group to see Scouting in Action
Scout Groups meet every week, during Term time, in every constituency in Wales. We
would be happy to help arrange a visit with a local Group so you can experience modern
day Scouting.
Option 2:
Raise issues relating to young people in the Senedd or in the media
People under 25 make up almost 30% of the Welsh population and young people are
doing amazing things every day in Wales. As an elected representative, you can help raise
the pro le of young people in Wales by highlighting their issues and achievements in the
Welsh Parliament and Welsh media.
Option 3:
Take a Scout Group on a tour of the Welsh Parliament
Our Scouts are active citizens who contribute to social change. It would be great to see
more Scouts get the chance to visit the Assembly buildings and see democracy in action,
and at the same time help young people from your Constituency to achieve their
Democracy Challenge Badge.
Option 4:
Engage with a Youth Council or Forum
ScoutsCymru has a network of National, Area and District Youth Councils in order to give
young people the opportunity to work in partnership with adults to address the issues
that are important to them. Engaging with one of our Council/Forum will give you a
unique insight into how Scouting is shaped young people.
Option 5:
Attend an Area, District or National Scout event and take part in the activities
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ScoutsCymru have hundreds of events taking place every year from camps and
community projects, to media training for our young people. These events are some of
the most memorable events of the year for our Scouts. They get to put the skills they
have been learning to the test, try out new activities and make friends. Attending one of
these events would give you the opportunity to take part in the activities and experience
the bene ts our young people and adult volunteers get from Scouting.

Option 6:
Learn a skill
As well as having fun and experiencing adventure, being in Scouts is all about learning
skills. Whether it’s how to lead a team on an expedition or learning photography skills at
camp, skills are an essential part of Scouting.
While they are developing the individual skills, our Scouts develop life skills like
independence, resilience and con dence, ensuring they are prepared for life. Our adult
volunteers are highly skilled and have access to award winning training to ensure that
our young people get the highest quality of Scouting.
ScoutsCymru could help you learn a new skill, for example:
•

Make a paracord bracelet

•

Cook a food item without any utensils

•

First Aid Skills

•

Navigation skills

Option 7:
Visit a Scout Campsite or Activity Centre
Across Wales there are various Campsites and Activity Centres. Scouts and other groups
from across Wales and the UK visit our Centres each year.
Through visiting our centres, you will get the chance to see how bene cial outdoor
learning is for young people and have the chance to learn some skills along the way.

ScoutsCymru will support you as you work through the steps of this
activity award and will help to co-ordinate each of the activities.
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Please get in touch with us at admin@scoutscymru.org.uk
or call us on 01446 795 277.

